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every prince on the continent estimates his greatness by
the number of his troops.

But an army, my lords, as it is to be admitted only for
the security of the nation, is to be so regulated, that it
m&y produce the end for which it is established; that it
may be useful without danger, and protect the people
without oppressing them.

To this purpose, my lords, it is indispensably necessary,
that the military subordination be inviolably preserved,
and that discipline be discreetly exercised without any
partial indulgence, or malicious seventies; that every man
be promoted according to his desert, and that military
merit alone give any pretensions to military preferment.

To make the army yet more useful, it ought to be under
the sole command of one man, exalted to the important
trust by his known skill, courage, justice, and fidelity, and
uncontrouled in the administration of his province by any
other authority, a man enabled by his experience to dis-
tinguish the deserving, and invested with power to reward
them.

Thus, my lords, ought an army to be regulated, to which
the defence of a nation is intrusted, nor can any other
scheme be formed which will not expose the publick to
dangers more formidable than revolutions or invasions.
And yet, my lords, how widely those who have assumed
the direction of affairs have deviated from this method is
well known. It is known equally to the highest and
meanest officers, that those who have most opportunities
of observing military merit, have no power of rewarding
it; and, therefore, every man endeavours to obtain other
recommendations than those of his superiours in the army,
and to distinguish himself by other services than attention
to his duty, and obedience to his commanders,

Our generals, my lords, are only colonels with a higher
title, without power, and without command; they can
neither make themselves loved nor feared in their troops,
nor have either reward or punishment in their power*
What discipline, my lords, can be established by men,
whom those who sometimes act the farce of obedience,
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